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The 1st Colloquium GRIFA was organized in 
form of a round-table and was a provoca-
tive arena where students, scientists and 
public o$cers participated with their own 
knowledge and feelings on the subject “sus-
tainable use of pesticide directive: impact, 
opportunity & problems”.

The main actor in the Colloquium was “OP-
ERA”, the European Observatory on Pesti-
cide Risk Analysis hosted by the “Univer-
sità Cattolica del Sacro Cuore”, Piacenza 
– Italy.

GRIFA assigned 5 grants to students select-
ed by a judging commission on the basis of 
their CV:
• Lucy Atieno Mambo, student at the Keny-

atta University, Nairobi, Kenya
• Hazem Elshafie, student at University of 

Basilicata, Potenza, Italy
• Sara Machado, student at University of 

Porto, Portugal
• Marco Pellizzoni, student at University 

“Sacro Cuore”, Piacenza, Italy
• Giuseppe Zaccaria, student at University 

of Bari, Italy

The Organization Committee acknowledg-
es the generous contributions of: Europe-
an-Mediterranean Association for Environ-
mental Education Assessment and 
Protection – ENEAP; Italian Research 

Group on Pesticides and Environment, 
Food Safety and Environmental Quality – 
GRIFA; University of Basilicata Adminis-
tration; Faculty of Agricultural Sciences at 
University of Basilicata; Department of  
Agriculture, Forestry and Environment at 
University of Basilicata; Province of Mat-
era; AB Sciex; Agilent Technologies; Avan-
tech; Lab. Instruments; LabService Ana-
lytica; Shimadzu; Syngenta; Thermo 
Scientific.

The Conference Chairman
Prof. Sabino Aurelio Bufo
University of Basilicata
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Environment
phone +39 0971 205232
fax +39 0971 206226
e-mail:  sabino.bufo@unibas.it

ISEAC36

36th International Symposium on 
Environmental Analytical Chemistry,  
ISEAC36, Rome, Italy, October 5–9, 2010

The 36th International Symposium on Envi-
ronmental Analytical Chemistry took place 
at Rome (Italy) on October 5th–9th 2010. As a 
matter of fact, the Symposium is part of a 
series of events and is organized every two 
years by the International Association of En-
vironmental Analytical Chemistry (IAEAC). 

Co-organizer of this year’s conference was 
ENEA, the Italian National Agency for New 
Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development. Its activities are tar-
geted to research, innovative technology 
and advanced services in the fields of en-
ergy, also involving environmental as-
pects. These services are aiming at giving 

support to public administrations, public 
and private enterprises, and citizens. 

This series of successful IAEAC symposia 
started in 1971 in Halifax/Nova Scotia, 
Canada, marking the birth of the Associa-
tion, and had its last edition in 2008 in 
Gdansk, Poland. The Symposium held in 
Rome once again underlined the IAEAC’s 
idealistic goals, namely to provide plat-
forms for scientists to exchange “cutting-
edge” results relevant to our environment, 
at locations throughout the world to maxi-
mize the opportunities for researchers in 
the respective fields to participate.

All organizational e#ort was planned and 
carried out by a team from ENEA “www.
iseac36.it/grazie.htm” together with Mrs 
Marianne Frei (IAEAC secretariat) under 
my direction (at the same time researcher 
at ENEA and member of the IAEAC Extend-
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ed Executive Committee). The lectures and 
the poster sessions were held in the Audito-
rium Via Veneto, located in the wonderful 
center of the eternal city. Social life evolved 
during co#ee breaks as well as during 
meals in the congress center.
 
This year’s conference was one of the larg-
est events related to environmental ana-
lytical chemistry in Europe. Over 240 par-
ticipants from all over the world were 
welcomed, namely from Algeria (6), Austria 

(4), Belgium (2), Brazil (6), Bulgaria (6), Can-
ada (1), Chile (4), China (3), Croatia (6), Czech 
Republic (13) Denmark (1), Egypt (1), Fin-
land (4), France (16), Germany (9), Greece 
(3), Guatemala (2), Hungary (4), India (1), 
Iran (20), Iraq (1), Ireland (3), Israel (2), Italy 
(24), Japan (6), Jordan (1), Kuwait (2), Luxem-
bourg (1), Mexico (1), New Zealand (1), Phil-
ippines (1), Poland (11), Portugal (15), Russia 
(8), Singapore (2), Slovakia (1), South Africa 
(1), Spain (21), Switzerland (9), Turkey (7), 
United Kingdom (4), United States (5), Uru-
guay (3), and Vietnam (1). An inspiring fact 
was that most of the attendants were rather 
young, which bodes well for the future 
(over 120 students and post-docs). Partici-
pants were from public research centers 
(16 %), universities (72 %) and private com-
panies (12 %).
 
The scientific program covered a broad 
range of environmental analytical chemis-

try, such as the development of new ana-
lytical methods, the modeling of the trans-
port of pollutants, an evaluation of the 
influence of environmental pollution on 
living organisms, laboratory and field stud-
ies, and environmental management. Invit-
ed lecturers provided the audience with 
high standard scientific information:
• Prof. C. Zhang, University of Houston-

Clear Lake, USA (Sampling and sampling-
strategies for environmental analysis)

• Prof. A. Baeumner, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, USA (Micro fluidic and nanofiber 
approaches for diagnostic in resource-
limited settings)

• Prof. R. Nießner, Technical University, 
Munich, Germany (Microarray technolo-
gy: a way to exonerate classical analysis)

• Prof. A. Piccolo, Università Federico II, 
Napoli, Italy (Natural organic matter in 
the environment: from supramolecular 
structure to humeomic)

• Prof. P. Garrigues, University of Bordeaux, 
France (REACH: Regulation and analyti-
cal chemistry)

• Prof. M. Alvarez Prieto, Universidad de La 
Habana, Cuba (A fitness for purpose ap-
proach to validation of analytical proce-
dures)

Following the invited speakers’ lectures as 
well as the 59 contributed oral presenta-
tions, the most recent trends in analysis of 
environmental pollution were thoroughly 
discussed. In addition three poster ses-
sions took place in which 147 posters were 
presented.

The Roland W. Frei Award for the best poster 
presented by a young scientist was be-
stowed upon Jana Aufartova, Department 
of Analytical Chemistry, Faculty of Phar-
macy, Charles University, Hradec Králové 
(Czech Republic), as the lead author of the 



27th Montreux Symposium on LC /MS 

27th Montreux Symposium on 
LC /MS, Montreux, Switzerland,  
November 10–14, 2010

The 27th Montreux symposium on LC/MS 
was held from November 10–12 in the Mon-
treux Music & Convention Centre in Mon-
treux, Switzerland. Participants and exhib-
itors from 36 countries all over the world 
gathered in the beautiful surroundings of 
Montreux. 

The LC/MS technique has become mature 
as was reflected in the program both by the 
oral (43) and poster presentations (154). A 
further shift towards applications versus 
new technological innovation was ob-
served compared to previous issues of the 
symposium. However, still intriguing new 
concepts were presented both by universi-

ty and industrial groups as well as vendors.
The conference was preceded with the tra-
ditional two day courses on the basics of 
“Practical LCMS” and the “Advanced inter-
pretation of CID mass spectra from LC/MS/
MS” by Henion and Voyksner and with a 
half-day course on “LC/MS adequate clean-
up of biofluids” by Boos and a full day 
course on “Metabolomics: state of the art 
and practical considerations” by Reijmers 
and Hankemeier. This set of courses pro-
vided newcomers the opportunity to build 
their expertise to a level which enabled 
them to get the best out of the symposium 
and the extensive exhibition.

After the opening of the symposium by the 
chairman Jan van der Greef, the opening 
“Roland W. Frei” lecture, was given by 
George Poste. George Poste, chief scientist 
of the Complex Adaptive Systems Initiative 
and professor of Health Innovation at Ari-

poster: “Comparison of di#erent capillary 
columns in the optimization of in-tube 
SPME extraction of endocrine disruptors in 
environmental liquid samples”.

During the conference, instrument manu-
facturers, laboratory equipment dealers 
and publishers of scientific literature pre-
sented their products (www.informaworld.
com/gaec).

Many new contacts between participants 
from numerous di#erent countries could 

be made, to exchange know-how and 
brand-new results, and by these means 
building bridges between research institu-
tions or countries. The spirit determining 
the Symposium will make these contacts 
result in new activities in environmental 
analytical chemistry.

Besides the scientific program outstand-
ingly attractive social events were availa-
ble for accompanying persons including 
guided tours to the Coliseum and the Ro-
man Forum, Centrale di Monte Martini, 
Mercati Traianei, Musei Capitolini and 
Galleria Borghese.

Specific information and the abstract book 
can be found on the Symposium website: 
www.iseac36.it

Roberto Pilloton
www.biosensing.net
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